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NARRATIVE DESCRIPTION

INTRODUCTION

The Burlington School District has approved an
enrollment of 1100 students, Grade 9-12 for
Burlington High School. The proposed draft space
template included within the PDP submission dated
11-07-24 was developed from a modified version
of the MSBA Guidelines and in discussion with the
High School Principal and District Superintendent.
The template reflects the established goals set by
the District in their Educational Program document.

CORE ACADEMIC

The core academic category includes 40 classrooms,
two more from the 38 total suggested by the MSBA
Guidelines. However, some of this square footage is
recovered through 5 Academic Department Offices
at 500NSF in lieu of the 3800NSF dedicated Teacher
Planning Rooms recommended by the MSBA.
The category also includes 10 Science Labs as
proposed and an additional ESL Workroom. As the
Educational Program strives for more collaboration
between disciplines and project-based learning, an
additional small group room is included.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

The special education category is also modified
from the MSBA Guidelines due to spaces that are
reflective of their educational goals and responsive
to programmatic needs. The category includes
four self-contained special education classrooms
that are reduced from the MSBA recommendation
of 8. This square footage is reallocated to specific
programmatic spaces including the Bridge Room,
Read & Writing Lab, Speech, OT/PT and Connection
(Home Ec). The category includes the suggested
number and square footage of Small Group
and Resource Rooms and an additional 500NSF
Department Office.

ART & MUSIC

The Arts Departments provides a variety of different
courses from 2D Drawing and Painting, Ceramic
and Sculpture, and Photography. To accommodate
this, the program includes 3 Art Classrooms, a dark
room and Department Office. The Performing Arts
Department consists of two large rooms — Chorus
and Band, as well as smaller practice and ensemble
rooms and a Music Computer Lab.

PDP SUBMISSION

87

VOCATIONS & TECHNOLOGY

This category includes 4 rooms at 1440NSF. The
provided spaces are programmed as The Help Desk/
Tech Exploration that is outfitted as a maker space
and services tech support and robotics; AREA123,
a space designated for Esports; computer science
and additional laboratory use.

HEALTH AND PHYSICAL EDUCATION

This category exceeds the MSBA recommended
square footage by 9,150NSF. This is largely because
the existing High School has two gyms and various
fitness spaces that are integral to their PE programs
and extracurriculars. The proposed Gym space
includes an additional 6000NSF dedicated to their
Gymnastics team. This category also includes a
Wrestling Room and Fitness Center that can be
flexible to accommodate different programs, such
as dance to promote health and wellness. A training
room, Department Office and Athletics Director’s
Office also contribute to the overage however are
necessary to support the athletic and PE programs.

MEDIA CENTER
This category is consistent with the MSBA template.

AUDITORIUM/DRAMA
This category is consistent with the recommended
square footage by the MSBA.

DINING & FOOD SERVICE

This category exceeds the MSBA’s recommended
space requirement with additional freezer and dry
food storage.

MEDICAL
This category exceeds the MSBA template guidelines
by 60 NSF. A restroom is added to the medical suite.

ADMINISTRATION & GUIDANCE

This category exceeds the suggested square footage
requirement by the MSBA by 900NSF. Like many
other schools across the state, BHS is keenly aware
of the need for spaces and programs to address
behavioral health challenges and support students
and their families. The overage is due in large part
to the growing guidance and counseling services

BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL



that are available to all students. Additionally,
an office supply closest is carried over from their
existing program to support staff supply needs.

CUSTODIAL & MAINTENANCE
This category is consistent with the recommended
square footage by the MSBA.

OTHER

This category lists four spaces that are not included
on the standard MSBA template including the
Cambridge Street Closet, the Cambridge Street
Gallery, the School Store and New Mom’s Rooms.

Cambridge Street Closet

The Cambridge Street Closet is a clothing donation
center within the High School that creates a safe
space for students to shop for clothing. The
Cambridge Street Closet is invaluable as it is a space
that promotes diversity, inclusion and community
service.

School Store

The current Burlington High School has a store that
sells school branded products and supplies. 350NSF
has been carried over into the proposed program
for this space.

New Mom’s Room
The proposed program includes 200 NSF designated
for nursing mothers.

NON — HIGH SCHOOL EDUCATIONAL PROGRAM
Given the size of the existing Burlington High School
building, the facility houses several non — high
school related programs with services that support
and collaborate with the high school educational
program.

BECC/ Pre-Kindergarten

The Burlington Early Childhood Center (BECC)
is the town’s public preschool that supports
the general education and special educational
needs of children ages 3 to 5. The program has a
fluctuating enrollment greater than 100 students.
The allocated space for this program is 11,550NSF
that includes 10 classrooms, various office space,
and small groups rooms.
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LABBB

The LABBB Collaborative is a service that provides
specialized curriculum and programs for students
ages 14 to 22 with special needs between multiple
neighboring towns. Their offices are currently
located in the existing high school building. The
space is listed at 1,830 NSF.

BCAT

BCAT is Burlington’s Cable Access Television with
offices and production space within the existing
school facility. According to the districts Educational
Program, BCAT provides educational training on
video production and free access equipment for
community use. The program also offers an after-
school video club for students and collaborates with
the BHS Journalism club. 2,700 NSF is allocated for
BCAT.

Central Admin

The existing high school building houses a
central admin wing that includes the district’s
Superintendent Office, Special Education Office,
Business, the School Committee Room and the
Curriculum & Instruction Office. This space is listed
at 7,750 NSF.

District Maintenance
The existing high school building houses the
district’s maintenance department with a wood
and metal fabrication shop and offices. This space
is listed at 3,000 NSF.

Science Center

The Science Center is part of the Burlington Public
School System and functions as a science hub that
supplies kits and resources that support the K-5
curriculum. The center also houses live animals
that are loaned out to classrooms. The space is
listed at 2,000 NSF.

BPS Technology Department

The BPS Technology Department is the district-
wide Technology department that includes the IT
Team and EdTech Team that support students, staff
and the greater community with trouble shooting,
instruction and coordination for digital learning.
The space is listed at 2,500 NSF.
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BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL

EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN - MAIN FLOOR

PRELIMINARY DESIGN PROGRAM
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BURLINGTON HIGH SCHOOL PRELIMINARY DESIGN PROGRAM

EXISTING CONDITIONS PLAN - LOWER AND UPPER FLOOR PLANS
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